
Today
Wbo Killed Ryley Grannon?

Who'll Kill the Rattlesnake?
Killing State Rights.
All About Killing, Today.

Ordinarily we say nothing about
death until the family puts crape
on the door. But in this case we
must speak.

Apparently Ryley Grannon is as
dead as a door nail. In the first
column we see the strange pale
face of Albert W. Fox. In the
sixth column George Rothwell
Brown.

Fox doesn't know quite every-
thing, and Brown doesn't shape
the policies of Europe, so neither
can be the missing Ryley Gran-
non. We receive a poem, and be-

cause it is of public importance we
print it

Who killed Ryley Grannon?
I. said E. B
Blame it on me.

I52L I killed poor G.

tc Who saw him die?
i. said John Major;
I'm an old stager;
I vw him die.

Who dug his grave?
I, said Doc Spurgeon,
In an emergen

i&$ '? I ua &at brave.

Who tolled the ben?
Search me, said Marks (A.),
I only pay;
I paid the bffl.

office boy says that Rjrler
Srannon has been interned as a
mince spy. But our opinion Is
that E. B. McLean and Ryley Gran-
non were the same person with a
dual personality, and that seeing
Christmas approaching, McLean
decided to kill the half of his dual
personality that was always
preaching sorrow.

Be that as It may, poem, dual
personality and all, we miss Ry-
ley Grannon. As the eagle rises In-

dependent of the law of gravita-
tion, so Grannon always flew high,
Independent of facts. We watched,
admired and envied him, from our
little field of prosaic accuracy.
Maybe he will rise from his own
ashes, and tell us yet thousands
of exciting things as fast as he
can think of them.

On this day, December 17, 1317,
you will learn whether the country
Is ruled by Congress, the President
and the Judiciary, or by the Anti-Salo- on

League. It is a fact, and no
member o the House will deny It,
that If today's ballot on the con-
stitutional prohibition amendment

-- were taken secretly, eighty out of.
,a 'members' would vote
against It, because they dont be-

lieve In It.

Dr. Haiselden, of Chicago, who
makes a specialty of putting im-

perfect human beings out of their
misery, invites doctors to witness
an operation. A nineteen-year-ol- d

boy, idiot from his birth, has never
grown beyond the size of a child
two years old. The doctor inti-
mates plainly that when he fin-

ishes the operation "the mother
will be rid of an unbearable bur-
den."

There will be more and much
.talk about the "right of a doctor to
end an unhappy, useless life."
Meanwhile, we wish that Mother
Earth might send for Dr. Haisel-
den and let him try his hand on
the Prussian Kaiser, nearly sixty,
and never jrown, intellectually,
beyond the size of an ordinary ratt-

lesnake.

It is suggested that McAdoo will
be taken from the Treasury and
put in charge of the railroads. We
doubt the accuracy of the suggest-er-s'

information. The man who
roust raise twenty or thirty bil-

lions a year has a fairly big job on
his hands.

This suggestion also comes
along: "If appointed, Secretary
McAdoo is expected instantly to
restore the stability of railroad
securities and place credit in the
financial institutions which own
$1,500,000,000 of railroad securi-
ties besides the vast sums they
hold as collateral."

Oh, indeed, is that the idea? We
hope NOT. Our understanding
was that railroads were to be
taken over in order to give the
United States an efficient railroad
system in war and in peace, and
to give the people of the United
States reasonable railroad rates.

If the idea is to tax the people,
Increase the rates, and manage the
railroads in order to sate some in-

dividuals or institutions that
bought the securities of more or
less bankrupt concerns with their
eyes open that is something quite
different. And if Government man-
agement is intended to raise the
drooping spirits of Wall Street
stock gamblers, that also is dif-

ferent.

The country will be Inter-
ested to learn whether Govern-
ment control of railroads Is plan-
ned to benefit the people, give
them efficient railroads and fair
rates, or a plan to make up to the
holders of railroad stocks for the
past rascality and Incompetency of
railroad managers.

Is the United States Government
to become a railroad builder, or
1 1 It to be a doctor for sick buyers
pf railroad securities.
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GERMAN DESTROYERS SINK FOURTEEN
SOUTHERN REPRESENTATIVES

FRIENDLY WARNING
You vote on a constitutional prohibition amendment today.
You favor prohibition because you don't want negro workers to have alcoholic

stimulants. That is your business; you have proved your power to deal with that
matter LOCALLY. x

The Anti-Saloo- n League orders you to pass a constitutional amendment that
wffl force upon millions of WHITE WORKERS IN THE NORTH a condition that
you think necessary for your Southern COLORED LABOR.

If you pass that constitutional amendment, you will vote to force upon white
labor in the North conditions that you think advisable for colored labor in the South.
Don't forget that. You have the RIGHT to do it, of course.

You will also place in every Southern community crowds of FEDERAL SPIES
when you pass that amendment.

A little later, thanks to Federal spies and the destruction of local
you make it possible for a Republican President desiring a second election and

a break in the Solid South to say to you THIS:
"That was a good idea of yours, displaying your power to compel the Northern

white workmen to live as you want Southern colored workmen to live. Thanks for
that amendment.

"Now, I, with the spy system that you have created, will enable THE COL- -'

ORED SOUTHERN WORKMAN TO VOTE AS HE PLEASES, something that he
hasn't done hitherto.

Let Southerners, remember that if today they decide that it is just and wise
to apply to white workmen of the North conditions that they impose upon colored
labor in the South they will have no right to complain if later on an energetic Re-

publican decides to impose upon THEM, the white Democrats of the South, notions
regarding the ballot box and the right of every man to vote as he pleases that pre-
vail in the North.

We try to make this quite PLAIN, quite CLEAR. It is a warning given in time.

This amendment within ten years would do to many Representatives from the
South what the Anti-Saloo- n League threatens. ,

It would put them politically out of business. And the Anti-Salo- on League, gen-

tlemen, FINANCED BY NORTHERN MONEY, would be the first to applaud.

CUT SOLONS

PAY, SAYS

KE 1
Shall members of Senate and

House have their pay reduced during
the war period?

Senator Kenyon of Ion a has raised
t s question sharply by a bill which
he presented today which would re-

duce the sa.arles of the solona from
17,600 to 15,000.

Last session Senator Kenyon
stirred this subject up b expressing'
the tiew that In these troubled times
of war when other folks were obliged
to curtail. Congress ought to do like-
wise

"The great majority of the people
are obliged to get along with less.
Why should not members of Congress
do so?" Is the tiew of Senator Ken-
yon.

Opposition Of Course.
It is not a violation of confidence

nor any infraction of th- - rules of the
censorship to stat" publicly that the
bill Is not going to encounter a watc
of enthusiasm at the Capitol The
prospects for Its passage cannot be
said to b brilliant

In fact, iwiiu of the colleague of
Senator Kenjon are understood to
have advised him not to Introduce the
measure at all.

In addition to presenting the bill
to reduce the pay of those In Con-
gress, Senator Kenon today offered
a bill which would remote the ex
empllon of Senators and House mem
bers from the excess profit tax.

Weald rtalae (lerka.
While Senator Kenyon believes that

It would be well if those in Congress
would set an example to the country
ny accepting reauctions or pax. and
tnus lessening me drain on theTreas
urji he does not favor reducing thepay of clerks and employes who aro
already getting low wages or s.l.rlc
On the contrary, he believes they
should be allotted reasonable In- -

!

GET PASS UNDER

ILENTNAME

E. C Kej ser, who Is said to be a cor-
respondent for a Philadelphia socialist
newspaper, was taken Into custody to-

day by an agent of the Department of
Justice, on the charge that he was try
Ing to obtain a pass for the State. War
and Navy Department building under
the name of "R. E. Hamilton"

Keyser Is placed under a (1,000 bond,
and the hearing has been set before
United States Commissioner Hltt Wed
nesday morning at 10 o'clock. When ar-

rested Keyser said he frequently wrote
articles under the name of "R. E. Hami-

lton.--' and that he saw no harm in
listing his pass made out that ).

VILLAINCONTROL

OFIiNVCITIES

INCHIHUAHUA

KL, I'A0. Texas Dec IT I raiirisro
Villa, according to report- - i -- aching
here today, is in ontrol of all cities
and towns In Chihuahua south of Chi-

huahua City Among the cities said
to be held by Mlla are l'arial Jlml-ne- z,

and Santa Hoalla- -

FORMER CZAR STILL

HED AS PRISONER

rETROGRAD. Dee IT Railway

"'i """" --

'dispatchunion headquarters
from Tobolsk declaring for-'m- er

fxar Nicholas had not escaped.
as widely rriiwn.

HUNDREDS DYING IN PERSIA.

Hundreds are djlnc of famine at
Teheran. Tersla. say State Department
advices todaj. adding an appeal for
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CROZIER SAYS

RED TAPE

IS
Frankly admitting theie is too

much red tape In the conduct of the
war. Major General Crozler. chief of
ordnance, today again placed the bulk
of the blame on Congress

A hot colloqii) followed in the
Senate waT probe committee itlth
members taking Crosier to t k for
continually blaming Congress for
America's unpreparrdnees

Crosier, resuming his testimony de-
clared that Congress had a War De
partment estimate of 32.b0O.U00.OGO on
April 0, the day before war was declared

"We dldnl get the monex untilJune 15." ssld Crozler
This was a lump ,um estimate,which asked authorlt to spendunder direction of th- - President,ongress demanded detailed estimatesThat where a great deal of time waslost

Too Mark Ited Tape.
Frankly now. Keneral. there is too

mufh red tape, lint thre-- -

Senator
Hitchcock asked

"Yes. there a,! - ,inrrWell. how can It b eliminated"r or one thing. ,. ., Kre u htaken our word for thl, Ump um ap-propriation, and K,,,a ,!- -,.

"?? ur'' .
nplM, ..L

''.. .
1. .v. V BM4 mmDeria n.forced him to -- dm- that hn e.il.mates are made thi
by th, Uar Collet, iVu.ceYal
stafT. an I last b, th. aerreta", f Warbefore Congress .,. them
adabST"'' Crr ,n'"W' ' -

"You have no Idet ,
trie... the ordeng-0-

r am,Vy "to? he"

Asked of lutrlcacies.
"What's lntrh.t, al)ollt ord.rlnKguns demanded Hitchcock "Youknew you would need a urrl

"'""J .VVhV """'t ou go-a-

head

place Is burned he do-s- n t .Itand figure out to the dollar h?ll
Et ulEh ,0r""r " " order"
Seed!" " know he'"

nSrt?r.!H hK mb"U"1 ",d he couldn't
Cones. tied thing,up by delayinj the appropriationuntil June.

10i'nrh!rahd.mOn,e PProPHated in
had not spent," ssid

ordered, you didn't order, jou didn'teven contract for them
"We had to ... . . -" ine program

I which was contemplated b the If 10annrODrlAtlnn ..t . .....- ..n, crazier "us
tn"V.rf b,td n0t ""r'd " "e thing,money for".. your e,pl,n,t,0n ,,..

i (Continu.d on r.ge 2, Colunu. T.)

SIGNS POINT

TOM'ADOOAS

DICTATOR OF

RAILROADS

Obstacles to Treasury Head

Taking Other Responsibility
to Be Removed by Financing

Plans, Is Report.

By DAVID LAWRENCE.
(Coprrlxht, U17, by New Tork evening Post

Company

William G. McAdoo, Secretary of
the Treasury, probably will be rail-
road administrator. All signs point
to it. As forecast in these colnmns
a fortnight ago. President Wilson
has decided upon Government con-

trol and operation of the railroads
during the emergency of war, and
his time has been occupied since in
delecting the man for the job. Many
of the most influential men in the
Government have urged him to ap
point the Secretary of the Treasury
and there is every reason to believe
that the arguments advanced in
favor of Mr. McAdoo are making
headway.

Mention of Mr. McAdoo for the
j place has been frequent in the pres3
I of late and last week a New York
newspaper stated that the Secretary
of tho Treasury was the President's
first choice, but that Mr. McAdoo
was reluctant to take it.

Obstacles U Vanish.
? .ituatkn tou.s that the ob-

stacles which seemed to have pre-
sented themselves toward a handling
of both the Treasury Department
work and the task of railroad admin-
istration are going to be removed by
the very plans that are being sug-
gested whereby the roads would be
financed.

In the first place, Mr. McAdoo would
naturally surround himself with rail
road men familiar with the detailed
operation of the railroads, but the
financial side would be superimposed
on the Treasury Department. The Sec-
retary today has a remarkable organi-
zation of financial experts the indi-
vidual members of the Federal Ro-

sen e Dosrd and men like Frank Van-deril-

He can draw to his side the
financial brains of the country to ad
vise with him.

Irr.neentent Temporary.
Of course the arrangement nuuld

be temporary and later on as the
problem began to be solved the Sec-

retary doubtless would turn over to
another the practical administration
of the u hole thing

In favor of the choice of Mr. Mc-
Adoo. It la being- argued that he has
the energy to tackle the transporta-
tion problem and see It through
Since the beginning of the war, Mr.
McAdoo has had big burdens, but
seems to hate gotten through with
them all by reason of his executive
ability

He dlrectrd the Liberty loan cam-
paign. Is Hoiking out the war risk
insurance nitasures passed by the
last Cnngres and has been supervls
Irg tbe financial 'arrangements be-
tween this country and the allies.

I.ord NorthcllrTe and other member.
uf the foreign missions that have
come to this country hao not liest- -
tated to espres their faith in the
Sirretaiy of the Treasury and An
drew Iton.r l.aw recently paid Mr.
MiAd o a compliment In parliament.

Has Enviable rtecord.
Heforc becoming Secretary of the

Trea'tir). 'Sir. McAdoo engineered the
UuJ.-o- n tunnel, project

All these things are being urged
as proof of the fitness of Mr. McAdoo
for fie tremendous responsibility
which the duties of railroad adminis-
trator would lnolve.

The fact Is that men who have the
ear of the President, men In the Cabi-
net and men familiar with transpor-
tation problems, are marshaling con
vlnclug arxuments In behalf of the
becretary of the Treasury, and, as
stated above, the Indication today
.re "' when the appointment Is an
nounced, whle'i should be within the
next week. It will be that of William
Olbbs McAdoo

penrosearraTgns

farm loan system

( liaise that a scandalous condi-

tion exists in tho farm loan system
and tnat ll' farm loan batiks are In
virtual bankruptcy was made on the
floor of t'i Senate this afternoon by

i j;cnator renroso or rennsyivania.
i" ..nator Penrose objected to tak-

ing "P tne ,,ollls b, which Secre
,, r McAdoo had been pushing, and

. .. i.,-- h provides tha the Government
sma 1 buv ,arK amounts of farm

I loan Bonus.

The White
Cross

&5VZ MftHgBegSBaSBBBBBBBSBBBBBsl . 7gSBBBBsl -- J tStiHixT

Wmmn, itsssH &&W
S aM r IsssTTT T' liii ITT

Little Ellen Wilson McAdoo, two and one-ha- lf years old, may be
the youngest Red Cross worker, but what she lacks in years she makes
up for in enthusiasm. In fact she showed so much enthusiasm in
hanging: a Red Cross service in the front window of the White House
that only arms of her mother prevented the President's
granddaughter from toppling off the chair upon which she stood for '

the ceremony.
The flag placed in the White House window contains four stars,

representing the membership of the President and Mrs. Wilson, Miss.
Margaret Wilson, and Miss Helen Woodrow Bones.

F1IHS CAN'TGOMPERS

LIVE ON II. S.

SALARIES

Here are some highlights In
testimony of Mrs. Florence John-
son, of 114 Fifth street north-
east, whose husband, now a clerk
In the rontofflce. used to be chief
of the money order division un-

der President drover Cleveland,
before the Postal Subcommittee
of the House:

"When my husband was mak-

ing 32.400 a year, milk waa S

cents a quart: today, when my

husband's salary Is 1.200. rnllk is
15 cents a quart."

"I want to buy a Liberty bond;
I want to buy savings stamps, but
I can't do It on what my husband
gets."

"I want to 'lloo' with Hoover,
hut I can't If I don't get anything-t-

'Hoo' with "
"Gentlemen, jou hate working

for you In the Postal Department
men who are gentlemen and who
are starving"

"For God's sake help us out "
"I haten't had a new dress for

jears. And you'll agree I need
one."

Salaries paid Government clerks
and postal employes are not adequate
to met the actual needs of eten snail
families: In frequent cases there Is
not sufficient food In tbe homes and
purchasing clothing Is a problem met
In many cases by not making the pur-

chases
This is the gist of testimony

brought out today when ttie under
paid Ooternment employes cot their
first opportunity to rormauy present
to Congress facts and figures to show
the Impossibility of living on their
present salaries.

Two hearings were begun In the
Capitol todaj.

Oreatest Interest was shown In
the hearing on the Keating bill be-

fore tbe Uryns subcommittee In the
House Appropriations Committee
room.

The other hearing was on the sev-
eral bills Introduced to better the
living conditions of postal workers.
This hearing wa. held In the House
Committee on PostofTlces and Post
Roads room before the Bell subcom-
mittee.

Time Is Limited.
Chairmen Ilrn of the Legislative

Subrcmml'tee. asked members of the
executive council of the Fedi-rs- l Em
plojes organisation to continue their
argument to not more than a half

(Continued on Tage I, Column 3 )
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With the air tense, the House of
Representatives shortly after 11
o clock started debate on the national
prohibition amendment approved by

I the Senate.
Bitterness over organized .labor's

.opposition to the amendment devel-
oped in the opening speech for the

."drys" by Congressman Webb, chair-- I
man of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee and or of the resolution.

, "Samuel Gompers never has and
'does not represent organized labor
on this question. The great body of
American labor realizes well the
great benefit to them of this amend-
ment," said Webb.

j Gompers, in a full page advertise-
ment in local papers, had addressed
an open letter to Webb in defense of
beers, and light wines.

"Lie," Sajs Cooper.
The attack on Gompers was taken

up by Cooper. Ohio.
"It is a bold-face- d lie,' he shouted,

"to say labor in this country Is op-
posed to prohibition. Youngstown.
Akron, and Columbus, labor centers
In my State, toted dry at the recent
election. The State went wet because
of the ability of some prospectors In
Hamilton county to And things, and
at the last moment they found 1,000
net votes. Leave out Cincinnati and
Hamilton county, the wettest section
of the United States, and Ohio and
the labor centers In It were over-
whelmingly dry."

To Central Time.
One Democrat and one Republican

'from each side were selected to control
the dltlslon of time In the debate: Webb
and Volstead for the dr)s. and Card

'and Graham for the wets. This plan waa
.adopted after Republicans defeated an
attempt to place a Democrat In charge

lot the drys' time, and a Republican In
control of the other half

With the galleries crowded by temper-lanc- e

adtocates. Speaker Clark warned
against outbursts and asked members
for an orderly debate.

Card. Ohio, opening for the oppoal-- I
tlon. sounded the keynote of tbe
wets. State rights and war har-- '
mony ttou d be Injured by raising

national prohibition issue In the
Ithe States at this time, said
.Gard.

He pleaded against "prostituting
the Constitution" by grafting onto

I It purely police powers belonging
j under State Jurisdiction. He urged
against "disrupting the country dur
ing the nar, dissatisfying the na--

.lion's workers, and precipitating- bit- -
' ter strife throughout the States for
the next six or seven years."

INAL
EDITION

SHIPS
DISASTER

ANN NED

UY HEAD OF

ADMIRALTY
iS,

One British -- Destroyer, Seven

Neutral Ships Among Vessels

Destroyed When Four Foe

Warships' Make Daring RaM.

LONDON', Dec. IT- - Tour German
destroyers carried aut & successful
r&U In British waters early Wetfntsv- -
dty morning, sinking eight mer-
chantmen, one British dtstrpyer, five
armed trawlers and damaging on
other destroyer.

The annoniesment of these losses
were made'fn yie bouse of commons
late today by First Lord of the Ad-

miralty Geddawajid Dr. MeNtmara. ,
financial secretary to the admiralty.

8Ir Eric Geddes. first lord of the ,
admlrsJty?iaid fire neutral raerch&at
ships bad been sunk, and one Brilsfc.

McNamara said two neutral; mer-

chantmen had been sunk off lie river
Tyne.

Second TTanhlp Hit
The British destroyer sunk was the

Partridges tlho second fcrltlsb. de
stroyer, which, formed alarmed cos.
voy for tho- fleet, accordtasj
was the Fellow. " i'--J-

Tho PtHcw. CCdJSf t Oeddel
.bad a hole blowup la &' hull. but.
escapea. pal mere were)
four British kiHeoTSKiHiwo wounded.

Oeddes reported theie were fifty
survivors of the Partridge and th
trawlers, of which tea wen wounded,
which had been picked tp. by the)
four German destroyers why attack-
ed, and taken to KleL

Eighty-eig- ht Scandinavian tjttxens,
of whom two were women, and tea
British survivors, were rescued by
destroyers. Others reached Norway
In opes boats. r

Beuad Far Xerway.
f

The ships werovall part of a con-

voy bound for Norway. On of the
merchantmen waa a neutral, the oth-
er five being- British ah'lps. Two Brit-
ish destroyers formed the armed es-

cort of the fleet.
Ceddes declared that an admiralty

Inquiry waa proceeding- to ascertain
why the protecting British force
were not present at the time their
convoy waa attacked.

This Is the second time that fast
German warships have successfully
attacked a convoy of merchantmen
under convoy of British warships.
The previous occurrence was In th
North sea, and both British patrol
vessels were sunk, with a number of
Norwegian. Danish, and Swedish
ships that they convoyed.

LEADER OF SOCIALISTS
IN BERLIN IS KAISER'S

ENVOY TO BOLSHEVIKI

STOCKHOLM. Dec 17. Philip
Scheldemann. leader of the German
majority Socialists. Is here today con-

ferring with Boiihevlkl Minister
on peace between Germany

and Russia.
"I am vary sorry, but I cannot dis-

cuss the nature of my conference with
M. Orlovsky," Scheldemann said today.

Orlevsky Betleent.
Orlovsky was equally reticent.

From other sources, however. It waa
reported that Scheldemann had been
clothed with full powers by th Ger-
man government, which had directed
the peace angling at Stockholm rather
than at Brest Lttovsk. because pro-
ceedings at the latter place were sub
ject to full publicity by th Bolsne--
vtkL

The Brest Lltovsk conference ot
ministers, representing- the armies ot
Germany and Russia, will presumably
continue. Irrespective of negotiations
at Stockholm.

The Bolshevik!. It waa reported,
first the conference with
Scheldemann at the Swedish city. In
the belief they could line up Scneiae-mann'-s

majority Socialists against
German imperialism.

Vear Heaths' EBVrt.
After four months' effort Schelde

mann has finally managed to nut
with a representative of Russia to
angle for peace. Scheldemann, ltader
of the majority Socialists, ts a firm
supporter of th German government.
manaelns in some inexpuc&me way
fit In tt tin ueTmany s lutocrsus
course

It wa Scheldemann who last Sum-
mer tried for wenks to call an Inter-
national Socialist "conference for
peace" at rilocitnoim. At tnat urn
I, naa llltft. that I ' A dtrt
agent of the German autocratic gov-
ernment, and presumably th govern- -
man w.a --..kin to fOSteT lUSt SUCA

an alleged Socialist meeting-- .

At any rate, toe uirmu govern-
ment made preparations hereby Gar-ma- n

"Socialists' of th Scheldupinn

-


